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Rescue will take action in a rescue only if the breeder is not known or the breeder declines to take the dog. If a breeder is involved - after a dog is taken into Rescue, the Rescue President will send a letter informing the breeder of his/her financial obligation. Rescue volunteers must be members of the PWDCA and have experience in evaluating Portuguese Water Dogs.

The procedures listed below are to be followed for all dogs taken into the Rescue program:

Volunteers:

1. 
Rescue Regional Club representatives and all volunteers must be members in good standing of the PWDCA.

2. 
Regional Representatives should have experience in training Portuguese Water Dogs and sufficient experience with dogs to be able to recognize temperament issues that may make a dog not suitable for placement as a pet or to work through undesirable training issues.

3. 
Regional Representatives should have sufficient housing available for a foster dog to be in a home situation - with family members and other pets – to evaluate a foster dog for appropriate placement

Intake:
1. 
The PWDCA National Rescue Coordinator must be contacted before any dogs are accepted into the Rescue program.

2. 
Prior to any dog being taken into the Rescue program, owners of dogs must verify their ownership and fill out and sign the surrender form. It is important that we have as much information about each dog as we can get in order to facilitate placement.

3. 
Dogs turned over to Rescue must be accompanied by their vaccination and health records, if possible.

4. 
When a dog is surrendered to Rescue, the owners should be solicited for a donation to help defray some of the expenses involved in fostering and placement of the dog.

5. 
Dogs that will be housed by Rescue volunteers must be taken to a veterinarian for a complete health check, scanned for a microchip and one inserted if there isn’t one found already, with the first contact recorded as PWDCA Rescue, updating vaccinations if necessary and including a stool sample.
6. 
Prior to any veterinary care above and beyond normal routine maintenance, it must be approved by the National Coordinator or Rescue President.

7. 
All dogs placed by Rescue must first be spayed/neutered.

8. 
Dogs should be evaluated for temperament and suitability for placement. Any temperament issues should be noted and the dog should then be placed in an adoptive home that is aware of these issues and willing to work with the dog to resolve them.

9. 
If a dog has a history of biting or aggression, the National Rescue Coordinator must be notified of that fact BEFORE the dog is surrendered to Rescue.  It may be determined by Rescue that the dog is not suitable for placement and the owner will be so advised.

10. 
Dogs MUST be taken into the Rescue program before placement. All dogs that are placed with the Rescue adoption contract must first be evaluated and fostered by a Rescue volunteer.

11. 
If an abandoned dog is found in a shelter and the breeder cannot be determined, obtain as much information as possible about the dog and follow the above procedures that apply.

Placement:
1. 
All persons seeking to adopt a PWD from Rescue must first fill out an adoption application. Phone contact should also be made, to discuss the expectations of the potential owner.

2. 
A list will be kept of people approved to adopt, but dogs will be placed with the person most suited to that particular dog’s needs and in the geographic area in which the dog resides, if possible, not necessarily with the next person on the list. Sometimes it takes a little longer to find just the right home, but our goal is to place the dog in the best situation for him/her.

3. 
No person adopting a Rescue dog will receive the AKC registration papers. If the person adopting the dog desires to compete in performance events, it is suggested a PAL number be obtained from the AKC.

4. 
Any person who adopts a Rescue dog is entitled to all the help and support we can give them. Once the dog is in his/her new home, follow-up calls should be made to ensure that the adoption is working out. The adopters, as well as the Rescue volunteers, must be absolutely committed to making the adoption work.

5. 
The final approval for placing a Rescue PWD will be that of the National Coordinator or Rescue President.

6. 
A donation in the amount directed by the PWDCA Rescue Inc. National Rescue Coordinator to Rescue is required for each dog placed. The goal is to make Rescue self-sustaining and a reasonable donation will at least cover the cost of basic veterinary care. Since no two Rescue situations are the same, there cannot be a set amount for a donation.

7. 
All expenses incurred by a Rescue dog must be documented and receipts sent to the National Rescue Coordinator. The National Rescue Coordinator or the Rescue President is responsible for verifying, approving and submitting the receipts to the Treasurer for reimbursement.

History:  (2010/06/03) President given authority to approve Rescue expenses. (2010/09/15) Intake procedures updated.
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